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GENERAL NOTES. 



The Washington Meeting of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. — The sixty-third meeting, held at 
Washington, D. C, December 27 to 30, 191 1, was the most 
successful in the history of the association, "both from the 
point of attendance and from the enthusiasm shown." Aside 
from the fact that the Astronomical and Astrophysical Society 
of America held a meeting jointly, with Section A of the asso- 
ciation, astronomers will find much to interest them in the 
transactions of the association and in a resolution adopted by 
the council. The address of the retiring president of the asso- 
ciation, Professor A. A. Michelson, on "Recent Progress in 
Spectroscopic Methods," is summarized on another page. The 
address of welcome was delivered by President Taft, who said, 
in connection with his remarks on the Government bureaus of 
applied science : "If I could change the Naval Observatory into 
a bureau, with a scientific professor at the head of it, I would 
do it to-morrow, but there are conservative gentlemen connected 
with co-ordinate branches of the Government that prevent." 

One of the resolutions adopted by the council reads : — 

Resolved, That the council of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science approve the creation of a Bureau of Astronomy 
with a scientific chief, which shall have charge of the Naval Observatory 
and the Nautical Almanac, and respectfully requests that every endeavor 
be made to put into operation this plan in the interests of astronomy in 
the United States. 

The permanent secretary is requested to forward a copy of this reso- 
lution to the President of the United States, to the President of the 
Senate, and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Professor Edward C. Pickering, director, of the Harvard 
College Observatory, was elected next president of the asso- 
ciation, and Professor E. B. Van Vleck of the University of 
Wisconsin vice-president and chairman of Section A. 

In addition to delivering the address referred to above, 
Doctor Michelson led a symposium on "The Ether" before 
the American Physical Society, which held its meeting with the 
Section of Physics. 



90 Publications of the 

New Double Stars. — In the Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society for November, 191 1, M. Robert Jonck- 
heere publishes his sixth' series of new double stars, which 
brings the total of his published discoveries to six hundred. 
In general, M. Jonckheere's pairs are under 5", only twenty- 
one of the six hundred exceeding 5".i, while one hundred and 
fifty-seven are 2" or less. The majority of the pairs have a 
combined magnitude fainter than 9.0 B. D. The principal 
criticism to be made to the various lists is that as a rule each 
pair is measured on one night only. There are so many 
chances for mistakes in identifying the star, in reading the 
micrometer, in reducing the measures, and even, occasionally, 
as to the reality of a supposed faint companion, that it is 
highly desirable to measure new pairs on at least two nights 
before announcing their discovery. R. G. Aitken. 



In Popular Astronomy for December, 191 1, appears the first 
monthly report of the American Association of Variable Star 
Observers. This association has been formed at the sugges- 
tion of the editor of Popular Astronomy, warmly supported by 
Professor E. C. Pickering of Harvard, to further the work 
of observing variable stars by co-operation on the part of 
amateurs and professional astronomers interested in this field. 
Fifteen observers have united in the enterprise so far, and it is 
to be hoped that the number will be largely increased. Further 
information may be obtained by writing to the corresponding 
secretary, Mr. William Tyler Olcott, Norwich, Conn. 



From a summary of the list of members of the Societe 
Astronomique de France, it appears that, beginning with ninety 
members in 1887, the society now has a membership of 2,964. 
Corresponding to this increase in membership, the bulletin of 
the society, now published under the title L'Astronomie, has 
grown from an annual volume of 128 pages in 1887 to one of 
658 pages in 191 1. It is doubtful whether any other astro- 
nomical society, professional or amateur, can show a like degree 
of prosperity. 

Astronomy in Text-Books on Physics. — A note by Dr. Chant 
in Science for December 22, 191 1, illustrates strikingly how 
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very easy it is for specialists in one department of science to 
err in making statements involving a knowledge of the elements 
of cognate sciences. Dr. Chant gives quotations from eleven 
text-books on physics, published between 1892 and 1908, re- 
lating to Roemer's method of determining the velocity of light 
from observations of the eclipses of the bright satellites of 
Jupiter. Each quotation has at least one error and some of 
them two, leaving out of consideration the number of Jupiter's 
known satellites at any date ; for example : "When Jupiter and 
the Earth are in conjunction, or on the same side of the Sun 
and in line with it ;" . . . "at opposition, when the Earth is on 
the opposite side of the Sun from Jupiter." 



Dr. Julius Bauschinger, professor of astronomy at Strass- 
burg, has been elected corresponding member of the Munich 
Academy of Sciences. 



Among the items in the will of the late Miss Jennie M. 
Smith is a bequest of $10,000 to the Allegheny Observatory. 



Mr. Arthur Cottam, who while engaged in the service of 
the British Government, carried forward valuable work as an 
amateur astronomer, died on November 23, 191 1, aged seventy- 
five years. 



Dr. J. O. Backlund, director of the Imperial Observatory 
at Pulkowa, Russia, has been elected foreign member of the 
Royal Society of London. 



Science announces the death of Mr. William Thynne 
Lynn, formerly assistant in the Royal Observatory, Green- 
wich, at the age of seventy-six years. Readers of the Observer 
tory have long known Mr. Lynn as the author of a long series 
of interesting letters relating particularly to points of interest 
in the history of astronomy. 



Professor E. W. Brown of Yale University has been elected 
an honorary fellow of Christ's College, Cambridge, England. 
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Professor W. J. Hussey, formerly, of the Lick Observatory, 
and now director of the Detroit Observatory of the University 
of Michigan, is at present engaged, according to a note in 
Science, in the reorganization of the scientific work of the 
observatory of the National University of La Plata, Argentine, 
whose directorship he has assumed in addition to his duties at 
Ann Arbor. Professor Hussey is planning co-operation in 
astronomical work between the two institutions. 



The Copley Medal of the Royal Society of London has been 
awarded to Sir George H. Darwin, k. c. b., f. r. s., for his 
scientific researches, especially in the domain of astronomical 
evolution. 



Mr. E. C. Slipher of the Lowell Observatory has received 
the medal of Sociedad Astronomica de Mexico for his plane- 
tary photographs. 



Dr. Otto Bergstrand has been appointed professor of 
astronomy and director of the observatory at Upsala. 



Among the prize awards made by the Academy of Sciences 
of France at the session of December 18, 191 1, the following 
will be of special interest to astronomers: The Prix Lalande, 
awarded to Professor Lewis Boss for his Preliminary General 
Catalogue of 6,188 Stars; the Prix Valz, awarded to M. C. 
Rambaud for his astronomical work since 1880, when he 
joined the staff of the observatory at Algiers; the Prix G. de 
Pontecoulant, awarded to M. L. Schulhof for his work dur- 
ing the past thirty years on the theory of comets and on the 
lunar tables — the prize, ordinarily of the value of 700 francs, 
was in this instance increased to 1,700 francs; the Prix Dam- 
oiseau, divided equally among MM. Millosevich, Witt and 
Lagarde for their researches on the motion of the minor 
planet Eros. No award was made of the Prix Pierre Guzman 
nor of the Prix Janssen. 



